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Aquí estamos y no los 
vamos

Immigration Protests take the streets of Eureka

May 1 is traditionally recognized 
as International Workers day and 
for members of  Eureka’s True 
North Organizing Network it 
was a chance to spread awareness 
about the deportation of  local 
immigrants. 

The humid 80 degree weather 
and three mile walk from Sacred 
Heart Church to Downtown 
Eureka didn’t deter hundreds of  
protesters from joining in on the 
march. Protesters donned white 
shirts and held picket signs that 
read “Don’t Deport My Mom” 
and “Keep Families Together” 
as they took over the streets of  
Eureka.

Rene Saucedo, an activist for 
the True North Network, a social 
justice organization, helped put the 
event together to bring attention 
and celebrate immigrant workers 
living in Humboldt County. Saucedo 
said the protest was also done in 
solidarity for the cancellation of  

Sun Valley worker’s deportation 
orders. 

In September 2008, Immigra-
tion Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents raided Sun Valley Farms in 
Arcata, arresting approximately 
23 people and placing some in 
deportation proceedings. 

“Today we’re joining with 
thousands of  other demonstra-
tions across the country sending 
a message about what really is 
going on in this country,” Saucedo 
said. “Sometimes we have to do 
that publicly to send a message.”

Rally members read testimo-
nials outloud about experiences 
with immigration services and 
the personal battles they have 
faced being immigrants. Mariah 
Sanchez, 17, spoke about the 
struggles she has faced becoming 
a legal U.S citizen and the fears 
she still has today. 

“According to the U.S I became 
legal two years ago,” Sanchez 
said. “I still live in constant fear 
every time for my parents when I 

by Javier Rojas
hear a knock at the door because 
of  immigration services.”

Before the march to downtown 
Eureka, a local priest said a few 
words on a megaphone praying for 
all the immigrants and protesters 
in attendance. The chant of  “aquí 
estamos y no nos vamos” rang 
as the crowd took to the streets. 

While California Highway 
Patrol tried to subdue protesters 
off  the streets, marchers complied 
and took over sidewalks in stride. 
Onlookers came out of  their 
homes and honked their cars in 
approval of  the protest. 

The immigration march ended 
in front of  the ICE offices at D 
Street where a press conference 
was held and Saucedo urged 
community members to push this 
effort beyond just today.

Javier Rojas can be reached at 
el-lenador@humboldt.edu
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Priest from Sacred Heart Church speaks to protestors before the march. 
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California Highway Patrol intervenes with protestors as they approach Downtown Eureka. | Javier Rojas

Community

Colorful memories
I came to Humboldt State because I’m part of  a program called UGRAD (Global Undergraduate Exchange 
Program) , which is sponsored by the Department of  State of  the United States. When I applied to this 
scholarship I didn’t know where I possibly could go to study, but I trusted God and I took the risk. I would 
never guess the place where World Learning, the organization who administers this program, placed me 
to be a wonderful, little and unique town that had filled my memories with a lot of  color. 

HSU has received me with open trees, I mean open arms; this amazing and green campus is always so 
fresh and peaceful. Since the first day, people have been very friendly and supportive. I am from Honduras, 
a beautiful country located in Central America. As an international student, it is not easy to come to an 
unknown place where everything is new and different, but I have found a sweet home during these nine 
months I have been here. 

Since I came here I have discovered many things. I’ve discovered more about the beauty and variety 
that the world has. I am so privileged to have met people from around the world, that even when we are 
so different, even when we speak different languages, we can still be together and have a great time. We 
can laugh and learn from each other and I think that is priceless. Thanks to the Center for International 
Programs (CIP) and also to International English Language Institute (IELI), we, as international students 
could have great activities and awesome experiences together that have enriched our time as foreigners.

I have discovered my country. I’ve been living in Honduras all my life but now, I can see it in a different 
way; I appreciate my culture and traditions even more.

Finally, I have discovered more about me. I value my family, my friends and everything back home 
more. I am so blessed to be where I am now. I thank God for bringing me here, for giving me the privilege 
to study at this awesome school, for giving me a lot of  friends that will last forever. Now it is time to go 
back home and embrace new challenges and projects, but I encourage all of  you to take the opportunity 
to study abroad, that’s something that will change your life.

Until next time Humboldt!

P.S.: Don’t forget to visit Honduras, you’ll love it. 

Sincerely, Grecia Romero


